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President:                      

Steve Togami               565-2185 

VP Operations: 
Leo Gomez                  291-1177 
 

VP Marketing 
 Laura Pena    ������������	
�����












  
                                    

Treasurer: 
Calvin Kobayashi        343-1180 
 

Secretary: 
Mary Burnett de Gomez   291-1177 
 

VP Publications 
Keiko Johnson             280-0806 
 

VP Membership: 
Esther Churchwell       883-5320 
 

VP Special Events: 
Anna Turner                891-7602�
 

Youth Representative: 
Kit Turner                    891-7602 
 

Liaison, Anti-Hate Program: 
Sei Tokuda                  266-2480  

 

NMJACL is a 501(c)(3) Organization 
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The cost for seniors age 60 & older will average $10 with soft 
drink.  Ages 11-59 will average $11 with soft drink, while children 
ages 4-10 will average $7.50 with beverage.  Children ages 3 and 
under are Free. The special prices are with drinks. 

           Adult buffet = $7.69         Soft drinks = $1.29     
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Happy New Year!  I hope the Year of the Tiger will be a great year for everyone! 

As we look back and say good-bye to 2009, it was a busy year with learning how to roll sushi, enjoying 
excellent food at the fundraising luncheons, and putting on another successful Aki Matsuri.  The new 
year is shaping up to be another exciting year!  The board members have started to discuss plans for 
2010 - be sure to watch future newsletters for the surprises that we have in store for you. We can always 
use additional ideas for classes and events, so please feel free to communicate your suggestions to any 
of us.  

JACLer and great supporter, Cyn Murray, proprietor of  “Seams Sew Good,” has already volunteered to 
teach a class in sewing/creating quilted fabric gift items. Requests have also been made to NMJACL for 
additional classes in sushi rolling, Japanese cooking, and even some arts and crafts. 

Our first event will be on Sunday, February 28, 2010, to celebrate the New Year at Evergreen Chinese 
Buffet Restaurant from 11:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Join us for a wide selection of Chinese, Japanese and 
Mongolian food. I hope to see everyone there! 

Leo Gomez has reserved our usual pavilion (covered area with restroom facilities) surrounded by a huge 
grassy area at Holiday Park for the annual NMJACL picnic on Sunday, June 27, 2010, from 11 a.m. to 
2:30 p.m. NMJACL provides free hot dogs, hamburgers, soft drinks, and shaved ice, while our general 
membership garnish the long food tables with a wide variety of side dishes and desserts. 

Calvin Kobayashi and Leo Gomez have also locked in the date of Sunday, September 26th, 
with the National Hispanic Cultural Center for Aki Matsuri 2010.  Our theme this year will 
be Anime so watch for further notice on a contest for creating the theme poster for this event. 

The Charlie Kobayashi Memorial Scholarship application is again available for the Spring Semester, 
with a submission deadline of February 28, 2010. Please see the eligibility requirements and application 
in this issue of the Sagebrush Shinbun. 

I would like to thank the board members for returning for 2010, and “Thank you” to all the NMJACL 
members for their continued support and contributions. I also extend my appreciation to Terri Teshiba 
for keeping our website at www.nmjacl.org  current and updated with links to other published sites. In 
addition, I would like to invite more individuals to sit on the Board of Directors to provide  ideas and 
ways for moving our organization closer towards the building of a Japanese Cultural Center in New 

Mexico. Let’s all work as a team for another great year! 
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On February 11, 2010, members of the Japan America Society of New Mexico (JASNM) met at 
Japanese Kitchen restaurant to elect a new Board of Directors. A new slate, headed by President 
Mary Burnett de Gomez, was elected. A major goal of the revitalized Society will be to explore 
ways to collaborate with New Mexico Japanese American Citizens League (NMJACL) to raise funds 
and develop resources to help support the proposed Japanese Cultural Center. 
NMJACL welcomes the honored support of the Japan America Society of NM in realizing our dream. 
On another exciting note, NMJACL was given the legal “go ahead” to move forward with a prosperous 
fundraising project that would result in a sizable “pay-off” for both the three winners and NMJACL, 
similar to the lottery system in NM, but with much better odds of winning. Raffle tickets will be offered 
to the first 600 people for a donation price of $100 each ticket. The Grand prize will be $10,000 cash, 
with $2,500 as the second prize, and $1,000 for the third prize. The Japanese Cultural Center fund will 
be the recipient of $47,000.  Remember, the odds of winning will only be 600 to 1 … only 600 tickets!  
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Although we will not see plum blossoms around New Mexico for some weeks yet, in Japan plum 
trees will blossom by late February and early March, filling the air with their sweet fragrance. 
Branches of plum blossoms, cherished from Heian times, the time of the writing of The Tale of 
Genji, and often mixed with pine, are a beautiful focal material for Ikebana arrangements,   
bringing a little bit of nature into our homes. 

For me the real beginning of the New Year is always early spring when the most magical things appear 
in nature - the early green haze of the willow, bulbs peeking out of the ground, robins returning. The 
sight of the first purple leaf plum, long a popular landscape statement in Albuquerque, suddenly in blos-

som in glorious deep pink or white, brings such a smile to my face. 

In Japan it is the uguisu, or bush warbler that makes a beeline to the blossoming plum. Spring    
outings to hunt down wild edible plants such as wild onion, emerging bamboo shoots or takenoko, 
fiddlehead ferns, dandelion, and mugwort, which is used to season green rice cakes, are popular 
pastimes.  

The seasons of spring are Risshun (Establishment of Spring) on February 4th or 5th, and Usui 
(Rainwater) on February 19th or 20th. 

Like New Mexico, Japan has its early spring wind, the haru ichiban, sometimes scattering clouds of 
blossoms all at once … a reminder of continuing change in the natural world. 
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The Equal Employment Opportunity Commission (EEOC) is now enforcing a new law. On May 21, 
2008, President Obama signed into law the Genetic Information Nondiscrimination Act of 2008 (GINA) 
which prohibits the use of genetic information for employment purposes. With the passage of GINA, 
the public need no longer fear experiencing adverse employment or health coverage-related conse-
quences for having a genetic test or participating in research studies that examine genetic information. 
The EEOC fights to eliminate discrimination in the workplace. If you believe you have been retaliated 
against by your employer or have experienced employment discrimination based on your age, sex,        
pregnancy, race, color, national origin, disability, religion, genetics, or your association with an individ-
ual of another race, you are urged to immediately contact the Albuquerque EEOC federal office at (505) 
248-5202 or 1-800-669-4000.  This service is FREE to the public. Protect your rights as an employee. 
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NMJACL would like to thank the following individuals for their generous contributions 
for  Aki Matsuri 2009. A final list of the contributors was not available at “press time” for 
the last newsletter, so we would like to recognize the individuals that we missed previ-
ously for their donations:  Jean & Moss Kishiyama, Helene Saeda, Arlene & David 
Fischer (all the way from Hawaii), Taeko Maestas, Lorraine Morimoto, William Oshima 
(Las Vegas, NM), Rui Nozaki (calligraphy booth), Kumon Math & Reading Center, Claudia Archuleta, 
and Margarita  Medina-Brandt. Thank you, all, for your generous donations. 
We thank all the volunteers who generously gave of their time before, during and after Aki Matsuri 
2009, and to all who donated raffle prizes and other in-kind gifts. As reported previously, we had a very 
successful event, netting approximately $10,000. We could not have done it without all of the            
volunteers, donors, and participants.  
Additional donations also came in during the end-of-the-year luncheon from individuals who generously 
stuffed our “tip” box, and to others who sent in monetary gifts, such as Tammy Peter of the FBI. We 
also had more than enough gifts donated by board members and others and so everyone went home with  
a door prize. We were especially honored to see so many of our senior members at this luncheon. The 
volunteer “cooks” did another great job with all the food, and Mary Burnett de Gomez supplied the fes-
tive centerpieces for each table. Thank you all for helping with and attending this special luncheon, and 
to Hana Milani and Hailey Christensen for their beautiful Okinawa dance to honor our senior guests.         
  *      *      *      *      *      *      *      *      *      *      *      *      *      *      *      * 
On a sad note, NMJACL recently mourned the passing of one of our oldest and most active members  
… S. Ruth Y. Hashimoto, at the “young-spirited” age of 96. Ruth was the first and only President 
of NMJACL in 1954, and was also involved with National JACL. Her community action work 
earned her numerous awards and recognition over the years, and also brought her in close contact 
with such prestigious individuals as former First Lady Eleanor Roosevelt, singer-composer John 
Denver, the Japanese Emperor and Empress during their tour of the U.S. in 1994, various mayors, 
senators, and other “celebrities.” Ruth was also present at the signing of the Civil Liberties Act of 
1988 with former President Ronald Reagan in Washington, D.C., and donated half of her $20,000 
redress award to the Legacy Fund of National JACL, and the other half to charities that promoted 
peace and understanding.  
In preparation for her memorial service on February 5, 2010, a call went out to NMJACLers for assis-
tance with “snacks” for an anticipated 300 guests following the service. Without hesitation, the Togami 
and Yonemoto families (led by Laura & Marsha), Ikuko Begay, Jeffrey & Keiko Bunts (Japanese 
Kitchen), Leo & Mary Burnett de Gomez, Peter &  Elizabeth Akiya Chestnut (Ruth was her babysitter 
circa mid-1940s), Ken & Ada Yonemoto, Anita Gallegos, Yaeko Miyazato’s Okinawa Dance group, 
along with volunteers from First Unitarian Church of Albuquerque, all came together and provided 
enough food to feed at least 500 guests. The response for Ruth’s reception was absolutely over-

whelming. There may have been several others who answered our call and donated food, and 
NMJACL and the family of Ruth Hashimoto thank all of you.  
The family also requested that contributions be made in Ruth Hashimoto’s name to NMJACL and 
to Albuquerque Sister Cities Foundation. We sincerely thank the family for their generosity as all 
JACL donations will go to the proposed Japanese Cultural Center fund.                              

   *      *      *      *      *      *      *      *      *      *      *      *      *      *      *  
On February 4, 2010, NMJACLers attended yet another service for the wife (Claudia) of lifetime 
NMJACL member, Bobbie Nobles. Bobbie has been a very active supporter and volunteer of NMJACL 
for many, many years, and we extend our deepest sympathy to him and his family during this difficult 
time of loss. 
  *      *      *      *      *      *      *      *      *      *      *      *      *      *      *    
Upcoming events at the Albuquerque Bio Park (Japanese Garden): 
April 10, 2010:  Hana Matsuri “Flower Festival” - 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.  - Demonstrations, en-

tertainment and activities to celebrate the coming of spring flowers and cherry blossom 
season 

May 8 & 9, 2010:  Bonsai Show - 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. - Albuquerque Bonsai Club will show 
their best bonsai of different species of trees  

October 2 & 3, 2010:  Ikebana Show - the Japanese art of flower arrangement is a            
disciplined art form in which nature and humanity are brought together. 
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 Congratulations to Manh Tran for bowling a perfect 300 game on December 29!! This is 
Manh’s first perfect game, as well as a first for the JACL bowling league. His 3 game series for 
the night was 772 ~ great bowling, Manh! 

Congratulations also go out to the first place winners of the first half of the bowling season ~ 
Three Guys & A Gal (Hank Gutierrez, Bebe Gutierrez, Joe Messina, Hugh Akutagawa) 

We are four weeks into the second half of the season with the following standings: 

1st Place ~ Muk Muk  (Hoa Luong, Nga Tosta, Vi Luong, Manh Tran) 

2nd Place ~ All Makes Vacuum (Leroy Cordova, Todd Moon, Flora May Cordova, Renee Gutierrez) 

3rd Place ~ Kaminari  (Jodi Yonemoto, John Togami, Bill Yonemoto, Steve Togami)               

                                                                                                                         Women                                                                                                                        Men                                                                                                                     

High Game, Handicap:  Bebe Gutierrez, 300    Brian Novak, 303 

High Game, Scratch:  Renee Gutierrez, 257    Manh Tran, 300 

High Series, Handicap:  Bebe Gutierrez, 731            Manh Tran, 775 

High Series, Scratch:  Renee Gutierrez, 638    Manh Tran, 772 

High Average:   Renee Gutierrez, 186.42   Bill Yonemoto, 207.81 

Most Improved:   Angel Sanford, 19.53   Hugh Akutagawa, 14.01      

 

The league bowls at 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday nights at the Starlight Bowling Center in the Santa Ana Star      
Casino. Stop by and cheer on the bowlers!  
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This scholarship was established in memory of Charlie Kobayashi. His constant support of the young 
members of the New Mexico JACL will be remembered through this scholarship. 
Eligibility 

· This scholarship is open to all JACL members and their children/grandchildren. 

· Applicants should be planning to attend a college, university, trade school, business school, or any 
other institution of higher learning in the Spring of 2010. 

· Recipients of this scholarship will be limited to a total of two (2) awards. 

· One $500.00 scholarship will be awarded each semester. 

 

Applications   (See Page 6) 

· Applications should be post marked no later than February 28, 2010. 

· Completed applications should be mailed to:  Charlie Kobayashi Memorial Scholarship 

        c/o  Steve Togami 

        27 Cedar Avenue 
        Los Lunas, NM  87031 
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Name: (Last, First, MI) _______________________________________________________________   

 

Permanent Home Address: ____________________________________________________________  

 

City: ______________________________  State: ___________________  Zip Code: _____________  

 

Phone Number:  (______)____________________  E-mail Address: ___________________________ 

 

 

 

Academic History  
 

Institution enrolled - Spring 2010: _______________________________________________________  

 

Overall GPA:  _______________________________   

 

High School Attended: ________________________________________________________________  

 

Dates Attended: ______________________________  

 

 

 

Personal Statement  
 

The theme for this year’s Aki Matsuri (Fall Festival) is “Anime” - What do you like most about anime 
and why?  Please limit your response to two pages or less.   
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Certification 

 

The information on this application is true and complete to the best of my knowledge. I understand that if 
I am awarded this scholarship, verification of enrollment may be required before any monies can be 
disbursed. 

 
 

_______________________________________________                       _______________________ 
                        Signature of Applicant            Date 

 
 



�

/�

�������������������������������������������
�����
� ���
Between March 1 and April 30, 2010, census forms containing 10 questions will be delivered to 
every household in the United States. The 2010 census aims to count all U.S. residents - citizens 
and non-citizens alike. The census form DOES NOT ask about the legal status of          

respondents or their Social  Security numbers. 
Census data is collected only once every 10 years and so it is very important to “stand up and be 
counted” this year. The more accurate the census count is, the better our community benefits as 
we may be eligible for federal funds for hospitals, schools, senior centers, emergency services, 
job training centers, bridges and other public works projects and services.  
The census numbers tell us who we are and what we need ~ the 2010 Census is our community’s voice 
in government ~ “Just like we can’t survive without roads and bridges, the country doesn’t function well 
without an updated Census to distribute funds to areas that most need them and to support community 
decisions about their own future.” (Robert M. Groves, Director of the United States Census Bureau) 
When you receive your census form, all you have to do is fill in the form to account for everyone living 
at your address as of April 1, 2010, and mail it back to the Census Bureau in the enclosed prepaid      
envelope as soon as possible. 
If you know someone who does not read/understand English, please help by translating the 10 questions 
on the census form for them, or contact the local Census Bureau to request a form in the individual’s 
native language. We need everyone residing at an address to be counted as the numbers benefit us. 
If no response is received from residences that are occupied, a community census taker will visit all of 
those addresses that did not send back a completed census form and record the answers to the questions 
in person. The census taker will ONLY ask the questions that appear on the census form. 
 YOUR COMMUNITY NEEDS YOUR HELP ~ PLEASE COMPLETE THE CENSUS 2010 FORM.  
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����� This complete training and development program will allow you to join 
a team of professional Risk Management consultants. It is a unique opportunity for a fluent Japanese/    
English speaking individual to be trained as a consultant to senior business managers of Japanese 
companies doing business in the U.S.  An excellent salary plus benefits are provided with long-term 
“un-capped” earning potential. The organization is headquartered in Indianapolis, Indiana, with a      
second location in Phoenix, Arizona. For complete details on this career opportunity and HOW TO 
APPLY, please visit: www.cibopportunity.com  (This job prospect for a bilingual individual came 
in from Dave Rich of The CIB Group in Baltimore, Maryland. Their client is located in Indianapolis; 
if you are interested or know of someone who may be, please visit the website for further informa-
tion, or call Dave Rich at 410-366-3433. Please tell him that you heard about this career opportunity 
through the NMJACL.) Thank you.   ���� ������������ ����
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��� Saturday, March 6, 2010 ~ 9 a.m. - 1 p.m., Ortega Hall, UNM campus 
The organizers are seeking volunteers to “give us 25 minutes of their time to present a culture and/or 
language that you are familiar with, or an aspect of the culture: dance, music, craft, food, etc… just 
something that can open the eyes and minds of Expo participants.” Contact Marina Peters-Newell at 
mpnewell@unm.edu/277-0525, or Huanan Zhang at hzhang1@unm.edu if you would like to share a 
language/cultural presentation, or for more info.  �
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������������������ �� ���Saturday, March 13, 2010 ~ 10 a.m. - 5 p.m      
Santa Fe Community Convention Center. Their theme is, “SAMURAI,” and their featured guests 
is a group from Japan who will perform theatrical samurai sword demonstrations and traditional 
dances, along with Grammy winner, Taiko performer, Koji Nakamura. Admission is free. For 
more info, visit:  www.santafejin.org      
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����� February 1– March 31, 2010; Coronado    
Center, next to Fuddrucker’s, facing east towards Louisiana Blvd. NE. Monday-Thursday, 9 a.m.-7 
p.m.; Friday, 9 a.m.-5 pm.; Saturday, 10 a.m.-5 p.m., Sunday, 1-5 p.m. Admission is FREE.                  

    [NMJACLer and Honorary Consul General of Japan to Albuquerque, Davis Begay, will be speaking 
on Honor and  Endurance on Saturday, March 6, 2010, at 3 p.m. at this exhibit site ~ “American-born 
Japanese American men and women endured cruel racism and inequities during WWII and came 
through with honor.”]  Visit http//annefrank.sks.com for other program events related to this exhibit. 
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Eight year old Natalie Nakatani of the San Francisco Bay Area has an aggressive form of leukemia 
(AML) and is in desperate need of a bone marrow transplant to save her life. After five difficult 
rounds of chemotherapy last year, her leukemia was in remission but is back and the family only has 
weeks to find a donor. The odds for an ethnic minority such as Natalie to find a matching unrelated 
donor may be close to1 in a million. Therefore, her greatest chance for a match is from someone of 
Asian descent. This plea has gone out to every JACL Chapter and via websites … PLEASE HELP 

TO PASS THE WORD AROUND TO ANYONE WHO CAN HELP little Natalie Nakatani. 
You can start by doing a simple home test to get on the bone marrow registry. Visit DKMS AMERICAS 
to order a home test kit. Natalie’s need is EXTREMELY URGENT, so please use and return the test kit 
immediately. Use CODE # NNC-002 so that each test is expedited for Natalie. The more Asians who are 
swabbed, the higher the chances are for Natalie to find her “Needle in the Hay Stack.” 
For information on the Bone Marrow Donor process in Spanish, Vietnamese, Chinese, or Korean, please 
visit Asian American Donor Program or call 1-800-59-DONOR. 
For more information on Natalie Nakatani, go to www.hopefornatalie.com  
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The Asian American Association of NM (AAANM), of which NMJACL is an organizational 
member with Keiko Johnson as our official representative, is sponsoring their 1st Annual Autumn Moon 
Golf Tournament jointly with the Chinese American Citizens Alliance (C.A.C.A.) and Albuq/NM     
Chinese community. The tentative dates are Thursday, September 30, 2010  or  Friday, October 2, 2010, 

at either Arroyo Del Oso  or  Los Altos Golf Course. Final arrangements will be announced shortly. 
During the interim, AAANM would like golfers from each community to participate in this fund raising 
event for a proposed Asian American Cultural Center.  
If there are any golfers from NMJACL who would like to participate in the 1st Annual Autumn Moon 
Golf Tournament, please submit your name, telephone number and e-mail address to Keiko Johnson 
at:  sakura221@aol.com  She will then forward you the information when all the arrangements have 
been finalized. Sponsorships, prize donations and volunteer help are also being solicited for this event. 
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Soroptimist International of Duke City is a local group of professional women who work to       
improve the lives of women and girls locally, nationally and internationally.  
They are sponsoring a “A Day Out for Women” (men are invited, too) with the NM Commis-
sion on the Status of Women and  99.5 Magic FM at the Expo NM Fairgrounds (Creative Arts 

Building) on Saturday, March 6, 2010, from 9 a.m. ~ 6 p.m. It will be a day of fun, entertainment, exhibit 
booths, demonstrations, workshops and celebration.  Visit their website at:  nmwomensexpo.com for more 
information. 
Admission is $5 with all proceeds from this NM Women’s Expo going to the Albuquerque Public Schools 
Title 1 Homelessness Project, La Solana de Valle Day Care through All Faith’s Receiving Home, Cross-
roads and Maya’s Place, and Urban Indian Advocacy Program. Mark the calendar ~ support this program. 
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2712 Kentucky St. NE                        
Albuquerque, NM  87110-3404�
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Individual (L)  $12/yr.         Individual Life (LL)   $120.00 
Family (LF)     $15/yr.         Spouse Life (LLS)      $  50.00 
                 Advertisement Member (Ad)   $50/yr. 
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Individual         $  60/yr.                           Century Club         $175/yr.  
Couple/Family  $105/yr.                           Century Club Spouse $36 
Student              $  25/yr.            Century Club Life $5,000.00  
1000 Club         $100/yr.                           Millennium Club   $1,000/yr. 
1000 Club Spouse $36                              Millennium Club Spouse $36 
1000 Club Life  $3,000.00 
Any membership category includes Pacific Citizen,  Biweekly paper 
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