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President: 
Steve Togami             565-2185 
 

VP Operations: 
Leo Gomez                  291-1062 
 

VP Marketing 
 Laura Pena                  244-0612 
                                    

Treasurer: 
Calvin Kobayashi        343-1180 
 

Secretary: 
Mary Burnett de Gomez   291-1062 
 

VP Membership: 
Esther Churchwell       883-5320 
 

VP Special Events: 
Anna Turner                891-7602�
 

Youth Representative: 
Kit Turner                    891-7602 
 

Liaison, Anti-Hate Program: 
Sei Tokuda                  266-2480  

 

 

 

NMJACL is a 501(c)(3) Organization 
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�(Go East on Comanche, past Juan Tabo and turn South/right on 
the first street off of Comanche on Holiday. Go about 2 
blocks on Holiday, and turn East/left on Tivoli . Follow Tivoli 
for a couple of blocks until you see Hoover Middle School on 
the North/left side of the street. Enter through the East side of 
the building; the door will lead into the cafeteria.)  
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The countdown has begun for this year’s Aki Matsuri!  Hopefully everyone has marked their 
calendars for Sunday, September 27!  We are looking forward to an exciting festival and are 
expecting a larger crowd than last year. 

We had a great turnout of volunteers last year on Saturday and Sunday.  It was amazing the amount of 
cutting and chopping that was done is such a short amount of time on the Saturday before Aki Matsuri.  
We hope we have another great turnout of volunteers this year!  If you haven’t contacted Laura Pena 
yet, please give her a call at 244-0612 about volunteering your time on Sunday. Laura has the difficult 
task of coordinating all the volunteers this year – if you can help us for an hour or two or three, that time 
can provide a much needed break for someone else.  If you would like to help with the admission booth, 
food booth, drink booth or be a floater and help out where you are needed the most, please let Laura 
know so she can plan accordingly. 

All the volunteers will be given a special “volunteer” badge to wear around their necks to be recog-
nized as a volunteer.  No matter how much planning is done, the festival is not possible without all the 
support and hard work provided by the volunteers.  Also, the volunteers who arrive early, before 9:00 
a.m., will not be required to pay the $3 fundraising admission fee and may have an easier time finding 

a parking space (we are encouraging everyone to carpool as much as possible!). 

All the board members (especially Calvin Kobayashi) have been busy making the rounds asking 
businesses to post the Aki Matsuri posters and flyers.  If you would like some flyers to post in your 
office or business, please contact any of the board members.  A special thank-you to Betty Messina 
for her Ikebana painting that was used for this year’s poster – great job! 

We are in the final stages of putting together the entertainment schedule, program and vendor booth 
layout.  Keep checking our website (www.nmjacl.org) for updates.  We have a few surprises this year so 
you watch for a special Disney Magic arranged for Aki Matsuri 2009 by Laura Pena, NMJACL Market-
ing VP and General Manager of Radio Disney, between 2-3 p.m. We will also have a spectacular Ike-
bana display by Mary Burnett de Gomez, Master Ikebana instructor and her students, along with a tradi-
tional mochi pounding demonstration with a modern twist to it. Don’t miss out on all the fun that we 
have planned for you.  

See you in a couple of weeks!!  September 27, 2009 at  National Hispanic Cultural Center from 10 a.m. 

����������������������������� ��������������������������������������� ��������������	�
��� ���������

Thank you to Natsuko Edelman, instructor of the Japanese Folk Dancers, for generously donating $100 
to NMJACL/Aki Matsuri 2009. 
Despite a low turn-out at the last JACL fundraising luncheon on August 9th, those in attendance en-
joyed a delicious lunch provided by our volunteer lunch group. We thank this group for preparing and 
donating all the food for this fundraising luncheon each and every time, with 100% of the proceeds go-

ing to the NMJACL building fund. 
Thanks to Terri Teshiba, too, for her assistance in converting the Sagebrush Shinbun to an online PDF 
version. The comments have been overwhelmingly positive and the clip art and photograph have been in 
color, too. The hard-copy version is strictly in black-and-while, and copies of the clip art and photo in 
the last issue were not clear. If you have e-mail and would like a copy of your newsletter sent electroni-
cally, please send this editor your e-mail address at:  6kalani4@comcast.net  Sending the newsletter in 
the electronic version saves NMJACL a substantial amount in time and money. In addition, when urgent  
information comes up in between publication of issues of the Sagebrush Shinbun, we are also able to 
share this with our friends and members immediately via e-mail. Please consider sharing your e-mail 
address for up-to-date information from NMJACL or National JACL.    
Keep the donations, sponsorships coming in … every penny helps us to get closer to a Japanese Cultural 
Center. If you have a property to lease, please consider it for NMJACL’s potential cultural center site. 
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Traditionally in Japan, Matsuri is a local festival celebrating the community and the deity    
enshrined in the local Shinto shrine.  Anyone who has experienced the special blend of    
community spirit and excitement cannot deny the magic of a Japanese festival. 
 

This is the 28th year of Albuquerque’s Aki Matsuri or “Fall Festival” and it has grown larger every year.  
Aki Matsuri is NMJACL’s primary fundraiser for the proposed Japanese Cultural Center and this year it 
promises to be the best yet. 
 

Each year a special theme is chosen and in recent years we have focused on Japanese arts requiring 
a special journey for those seeking understanding of them.  “The Way of” has special meaning to the 
members of NMJACL in our journey to realize our goal of a Japanese Cultural Center in our 
community.  This year the theme is “Kado: The Way of the Flower – Ikebana – Japanese 
Flower Arranging”.  
 

Ikebana is the ancient art of arranging flowers.  It is said that ikebana began with the under-
standing that when flowers are cut, they need to be placed in water to extend life and that the 
combination of flowers and water were the beginning of ikebana.  In the Shinto religion of     
Japan all things in nature are revered and have spiritual meaning.  Buddhist holy men traveling 
to Japan in the 6th century brought the idea of floral offerings which combined with the Shinto tradition 
of offerings of pine or cedar branches to attract the attention of the spirits of nature, began the first     
combinations of branch line material and flowers together to create the reverence of nature we now 
study in the art of ikebana. 
 

Ikebana, like all art forms has evolved over the years.  From about the 10th century, the phrase “to    
arrange flowers” appears in literature such as in “The Tale of Genji”.  Arrangements at that time were 
often branches of cherry blossoms placed in vessels, now called “nageire” or “tossed in” arrangements.  
Later, more stylized, elaborate creations such as “Rikka” ,were developed  to symbolize the idealized 
beauty of paradise. This style is still practiced by “traditional ” ikebana schools today.  In the 16th      
century, informal arrangements called Chabana or tea arrangements for the tea ceremony created a 
new direction for ikebana.  In the mid 19th century with the influence of the West in Japan, Ikebana 
changed again with the naturalistic style of moribana or a grouping of line and flowers placed in a low 
container. Today most schools of Ikebana, whether considered “traditional” or “modern”, encourage 
forms of free expression in the ever changing art of Ikebana. 
 

Ikebana is taught by accredited teachers who are affiliated with and licensed by schools of 
ikebana, all located in Japan. The head of each Ikebana school in Japan is the 
Iemoto or “head of the family”. 
 

This year’s Aki Matsuri will feature a special exhibition of Ikebana presented by the local 
members of The Ichiyo School of Ikebana. I will also have a special demonstration of     
Ikebana in a covered area to the side of the main stage.  

 
�Mary Burnett de Gomez 

 Master Teacher, Ichiyo School of Ikebana 
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UNM Emergency Medical Dept Student Exchange Program - Host Family Application 
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�Tell us about your household  

�Head(s)of Household name (1)___________________________________________________________ 

Occupation _____________________Phone (work)_______________________ Cell#_______________ 

(2)_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Occupation____________________ Phone (work)________________________Cell#_______________ 

Home address________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone (home)___________________________________E-Mail address_________________________ 

�List names, ages and relationship of other Family Members at Home: 

________________________________________    __________________________________________ 

________________________________________   __________________________________________ 

Have you ever had an international student stay in your home?  _________Yes   _________No 

Please list any evenings/days that family members are regularly not at home_______________________ 

Where would the sleeping quarters for students you host be located?_____________________________ 
 

Tell us about your family’s special interests.  Include hobbies, talents, etc: 
 

What kind of experience does your family expect to gain from hosting an international student? 

Does anyone in your household speak Japanese? ______Yes   ______No 

Is your household a non-smoking household? _________Yes   ________No 

Do you have pets? _______Yes   _______No   If yes, what type of animal/breed?___________________ 

Has anyone in your family ever been convicted of a crime other than a traffic violation? ____Yes ___No 

How far is the closest public transportation from your home?____________________________________ 

How long would it take for a student to reach the UNM School of Medicine by bus?__________________ 

Have a preference for gender you would prefer to host? _____male ____female _____no preference 

How long would you like the student to stay with you? ______1 week ______2 weeks ______4-6 weeks 

�The student will be attending school during the day on weekdays.  Are you able to provide meals for the student 
when he or she is at your home in the mornings, evenings and on weekends? ____Yes _____ No 

Can you refer us to any other potential host families?   

Name(s)______________________________Phone______________e-mail_______________________ 

Comments: __________________________________________________________________________ 

Please sign:  _________________________________________________________________________        
We, head(s) of household, certify that the information we have provided here is correct. 

return completed application to: 

Mary Burnett de Gomez, 2935-C Louisiana Blvd. NE, Albuquerque, NM 87110                                               
Phone:  505.291.1177  Fax 505.298.4443 email: hanayagi@spinn.net 
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 The new bowling season has started and we are back with 12 teams!  The league bowls on 
Tuesday nights at 7:00 p.m. at the Starlight Lanes in the Santa Ana Casino.  Drop by to visit and cheer 
on the bowlers.   

If you would like more information about the bowling league, contact Steve Togami at 505-565-2185. 
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����This scholarship was established in memory of Charlie Kobayashi. His constant support of the 
young members of the New Mexico JACL will be remembered through this scholarship.   

This $500 scholarship is available to all New Mexico JACL members and their families. Unfortunately, 
we did not receive any response to the scholarship application for the Fall 2009 semester.  Therefore, 
look for the Spring 2010 application in a future newsletter. 
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 Saturday, September 26, 2009           [Laura Togami, Food Booth]   

This year’s Aki Matsuri is fast approaching.  I would like to take this opportunity to request your help 
with prepping and putting together everything for this big event. We will be meeting in the cafeteria at    
Hoover Middle School, 12015 Tivoli Ave. NE  (between Juan Tabo & Tramway NE, just south of     
Comanche) on  Saturday, September 26, 2009 @ 7:00 a.m.  If you can come out to help on the day 
before Aki Matsuri, we would appreciate it if you would bring the following items: 
Knives, cutting boards, vegetable peelers, mandolines, and food processors with a shred or slice blade. 

Bags of uncooked rice will be available for pick up/pre-cooking from A&R Medical or Maimonides 
Sleep Arts & Sciences beginning on Monday, September 14, 2009.  Just as last year, we would 
like the volunteers to cook the pre-packaged rice ahead of time, cool them down completely, and 
freeze in bags or containers. It is important to cool the cooked rice prior to freezing in order to 
avoid spoilage. We use a large amount of rice in the food booth. In addition, when using a rice 
cooker, it is important that you  follow the cooking instructions for that particular cooker as the 
rice may be too “wet” for frying when too much water is used. The frozen rice should then be allowed to 
thaw thoroughly in the refrigerator days in advance and in time for use on Saturday. Bringing frozen rice 
on Saturday slows our food prep process down significantly, so please have them thawed prior to arriv-
ing.  Packages of uncooked rice may be picked up at either:                         �
 

    A&R Medical      Maimonides Sleep Arts & Sciences  
    5010 Lomas Blvd. NE        OR  6739 Academy Rd. NE,  Suite 380 
    256-1610 - Marcia Togami    998-7213 - Laura Togami     
 

Volunteers for the food prep should contact Laura Togami at (505) 315-8912  for any questions or   
directions. Those who are not already designated to a particular booth but would like to help, please call 
the main volunteer coordinator, Laura Pena, @ 244-0612 so she can assign you to help out in critical-
need areas. In addition, we will need help on Sunday, September 27th at the National Hispanic       
Cultural Center beginning at 9:00 a.m.  This will include setting up tables, chairs, cooking units and the 
drink station. 
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             Sunday, September 27, 2009  ~  10 a.m. - 6 p.m. 
���������	�
������
��������
�������������������������
�� �������������
�
���
��������� �!� ����

Only weeks to go … Aki Matsuri 2009 is fast approaching … the NMJACL Board of Directors and 
other volunteers are hard at work assuring that we have another successful fundraising event for a  pro-
posed Japanese Cultural Center in New Mexico. We therefore need everyone’s help in getting the word 
out, distributing the posters/flyers everywhere, and selling raffle tickets.  

This year, we have two (2) very generous donors who are both offering great FIRST prizes. One is 
from IACE Travel Agency for a $300 gift certificate towards any ticket to Japan. The other is for a $300 
certificate for tuition to the Kumon Math and Reading Center, along with a gift basket with  children’s 
books, t-shirt, and learning toys, for a total value of about $500. 

The SECOND place raffle prize is $200 cash, compliments of NMJACL. The THIRD place prize is a 
$50 gift certificate to Ta Lin World Market, donated by a JACL member. We also have other gift certifi-
cates to give away from Albuquerque restaurants and retail stores, along with three (3) different prizes 
for Japanese language lessons offered by JACLer, Yoko Tadda. Winners for the raffle prizes do NOT 
have to be present to win. Raffle tickets are $1 each, or 6 tickets for $5, or 12 tickets for $10. 

If you or your business is interested in donating additional raffle and “gate” (door) prizes, please contact 
Leo Gomez at 291-1062. Every individual who pays the $3 fundraising entry fee will get a ticket with a 
“lucky number” for a chance to win a “gate” prize. Winners for the gate prize must be present when 
the winning numbers are announced every hour to claim their “gate” prize.  

Contact Calvin Kobayashi at:  256-1610 to pick up some raffle tickets to sell or to purchase, or for flyers 
and Aki Matsuri posters to be distributed.  

We are still taking some very last minute applications for advertisements in the Aki Matsuri program.  
Contact Mary Burnett de Gomez immediately at 291-1177 so she may contact the printer and hold a spot 
for your personal or business ad before the program is completed. 

The booth spaces are just about filled to capacity, but if you really feel that you would like to rent a 
booth, contact Calvin Kobayashi (256-1610) or Steve Togami (565-2185), and they can advise you 
whether another booth may be “squeezed” in to our already filled Aki Matsuri grounds. 

NMJACL is continuing to accept donations in any amount and sponsorship to booths to help allay the 
cost for rental of all NMJACL booths, shade tents, chairs, etc., and overall expense to host Aki Matsuri 
2009. There is no paid staff in NMJACL, so all NET income goes directly towards the proposed      
Japanese Cultural Center. NMJACL is a 501 (c)(3) non-profit organization; all donations are deductible.  

Volunteers who are able to give up an hour or more on Sunday, September 27th are encouraged to    
contact Laura Pena, volunteer coordinator, at 244-0612. She will assign you to work stations throughout 
Aki Matsuri wherever your help is needed. This will definitely give other volunteers a break from their 
work to enjoy the event, too, for at least a couple of hours. 

��
��
� � %�&�� � ���'�'�� A couple of  our members have been representing NMJACL on 
various committees or boards for many, many years so NMJACL could have an input/voice into some 
of the issues that impact our organization directly or indirectly. This and other community involvement 
have given NMJACL the opportunity to be recognized as the official representative for the Japanese 
community in Albuquerque and New Mexico as a whole, and with our National organization.  

We currently need other members from NMJACL to step forward as representatives from our organization 
to the Asian American Association of NM (AAANM) and the ABQ Arts Alliance/Heritiage Council 
boards. Both boards meet quarterly, but the representatives may attend meetings more frequently. For 
more information, contact Esther Churchwell (883-5320) or Malcolm Mori (255-6066). Please help! 
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New Mexico JACL Business Directory
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Individual         $  60/yr.                           Century Club         $175/yr.  

Couple/Family  $105/yr.                           Century Club Spouse $36 

Student              $  25/yr.            Century Club Life $5,000.00  

1000 Club         $100/yr.                           Millennium Club   $1,000/yr. 

1000 Club Spouse $36                              Millennium Club Spouse $36 

1000 Club Life  $3,000.00 

Any membership category includes Pacific Citizen,  Biweekly paper 
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Individual (L)  $12/yr.         Individual Life (LL)   $120.00 

Family (LF)     $15/yr.         Spouse Life (LLS)      $  50.00 

                 Advertisement Member (Ad)   $50/yr. 
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2712 Kentucky St. NE                        
Albuquerque, NM  87110-3404�
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