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President:                      

Steve Togami               565-2185 

VP Operations: 
Leo Gomez                  291-1062 
 

VP Marketing 
 Laura Pena                  244-0612 
                                    

Treasurer: 
Calvin Kobayashi        343-1180 
 

Secretary: 
Mary Burnett de Gomez   291-1062 
 

VP Publications 
Keiko Johnson             247-4175 
 

VP Membership: 
Esther Churchwell       883-5320 
 

VP Special Events: 
Anna Turner                891-7602�
 

Youth Representative: 
Kit Turner                    891-7602 
 

Liaison, Anti-Hate Program: 
Sei Tokuda                  266-2480  

 

NMJACL is a 501(c)(3) Organization 
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�(Go East on Comanche, past Juan Tabo and turn South/right on the first 

street off of Comanche on Holiday. Go about 2 blocks on Holiday, 
and turn East/left on Tivoli . Follow Tivoli until you see Hoover 
Middle School on the North/left side of the street. Enter through the 
East side of the building; the door will lead into the cafeteria.)  
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The fundraising cost for ALL others under the Age of 70 will be 
$10 for this special meal. Thank you. 
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What a great Aki Matsuri we had this year!!  Thank you to everyone who volunteered their hard 
work and provided generous donations to this year’s festival.  Once again, volunteers came out on 
Saturday and Sunday to help make this a successful event. In addition to all the board members, I would like 
to say a special thank-you to Laura Togami for coordinating the food booth, Randy Sanders & Terri Teshiba 

for coordinating the martial arts stage, Mary Burnett de Gomez for coordinating the Exhibition Pavilion 
and the publication of the Aki Matsuri program, Valliant Printing for formatting and printing the program, 
Anna Turner and Esther Churchwell for coordinating the program for the main stage, and Cheryl Inouye & 
Shain McNerney for the great advertising. This year, for the first time ever, we had a very special and 
magical program just for the youngest family members and visitors …Disney Magic …thanks to Laura 

Pena. We have always billed Aki Matsuri as an event for the entire family, and this year, we came through 
with a special program that the kids (and adults) found thoroughly enjoyable. We have never presented any-
thing especially for children and young adults in the past, but this year, Laura Pena helped to rein in the 
younger crowd. Hopefully, we will begin to see more young adults at our family events in the future.  

I also want to thank Yaeko Miyazato, Cafeteria Manager, and Kathy Alexander, Principal, for the use of the 
Hoover Middle School cafeteria facility each year as the authorized Aki Matsuri food preparation site and 
for all NMJACL fundraising events.  

I would also especially like to recognize Calvin Kobayashi and Leo Gomez, for months and months of     
negotiations, not only with the National Hispanic Cultural Center, but also with the organizer of 
¡Globalquerque!, to assure that both back-to-back events would not interfere with each other’s function. 
¡Globalquerque! ended right at midnight before Aki Matsuri and so the tent and chair set-ups had to start 
immediately after the take-down/clean up crew from ¡Globalquerque! were done in the wee hours of the 
morning.  NMJACL volunteers and vendors started coming in at 7 a.m. to set-up the stages, signs, decora-
tions and booths, and to get the food and drink booths ready for business. Working around another event at 
the same time made it very difficult for our Aki Matsuri this year but Calvin was “on top” of the situation all 
the way to the last minute. Aki Matsuri 2009 went on “without a hitch,” thanks to our expert negotiators. We 
sincerely hope next year’s event will not run into similar conflicts as we experienced this past year.  

We welcome Keiko Johnson as the newest member to the NMJACL Board of Directors.  Keiko is  
President of Valliant Printing and has been a valuable asset to our organization.  Thank you Keiko, 
for  volunteering your time, services and expertise!! 

Although we are still finalizing some expenses, the preliminary results reveal a profit for this year’s 
Aki Matsuri of approximately $10,000! We are getting that much closer to the realization of our proposed 
Japanese Cultural Center. 

Along those same lines, the positive comments from our members and visitors have encouraged us to raise 
the admission price in 2010 to $5 if we want to see a Japanese Cultural Center any time in the near future. 
Most events around the city that were previously “free” in the past are now charging admission fees as the 
cost of putting on a huge quality event such as Aki Matsuri keeps increasing year after year. Even the      
generosity of our donors cannot keep pace with the rising cost of all our expenses.  

We will also be asking performers/demonstrators for donations for their entire group’s admission rather than 
the usual free entrance as some groups are rather large and they come early or stay later to watch the quality 
entertainment and demonstrations that Aki Matsuri offers each year.  

We are already making plans for Aki Matsuri 2010, with Anime as the theme.  If you would like to join in 
on the planning and preparations, please feel free to call any of the board members listed on the first page 
of this newsletter, or contact us via our website, www.nmjacl.org. In addition, encourage your friends 
and  family to join NMJACL to receive future newsletters and be a part of a growing organization that will 
have a huge impact in this State. Watch for updates at our website as the board has some new ideas for 2010.   
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Over the next several months, many of my ikebana students will be working on holiday    
centerpiece ideas using ikebana principles. Fall and winter are times for family gatherings and perfect 
for honoring traditional Japanese festivals in table décor. 

Fall is chrysanthemum time and a Thanksgiving buffet with a Japanese flair calls for displays of colorful 
fall leaves such as maple or hawthorne combined with rust colored pompom mums, deep plum-colored 
button mums and yellow spider mums in bamboo containers or tucked into bits of driftwood placed on a 
deep blue furoshiki or a cinnabar colored obi table runner. The deep colors and scents of leaves and pet-
als bring the essence of autumn into our homes. Along with the traditional fare, you might serve steam-
ing bowls of homemade mushroom or clear soup, crisp vegetables such as daikon, cucumber, carrots, 

sweet peppers with savory dipping sauces.  Pair this with platters of sliced kaki (persimmon), a 
special fall treat, and apples. A special fall wine punch with floating chrysanthemum blossoms 
is a Chinese custom “for eternal youth”.  Fall is also rice harvest time and crafts made of rice 
straw are popular fall decorations in Japan. Serving rice balls rolled with seaweed nori and a 

few pickles is a must! 

As we move deeper into fall, baskets of pine or cedar branches or tufts of needles and suzuki grass 
placed on tables bring the crisp smell of autumn into our homes. Share warming green tea, fried       
noodles, roasted chestnuts, baked sweet potatoes with friends, and enjoy the beautiful November 
“hunter’s moon”. 

As the end of the year approaches we may wish to display our Maneki Neko or lucky beckoning 
cat along with a table centerpiece of pine (unchanging loyalty), plum (courage and virtue) and 
bamboo (resiliency) or Sho-Chiku-bai in Japanese, known as “the three friends”, combined with little 
paper fans which symbolize “the year opening out for us”.  Toso, an herbed sake, is sometimes served 
for New Year’s.  Napkins tied with gold and silver paper cord mizuhiki into “treasure knots”    
symbolize even more good luck. Games are often played on New Year’s Day by both children and 
adults. Symbols of New Year’s merriment and luck are decorated bamboo rakes, the Hagoita or  
battledore or racket used in a traditional game, card games such as Hyakunin Isshu or “one hundred 
poems by one hundred poets”, and the white mask Otafuku, a smiling round-faced woman symbol-
izing good fortune and happiness. One of the most beautiful and elegant of all symbols of 
the New Year is the beautiful Japanese crane. 
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                            Ryushi 
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After months and months of planning and preparation, Aki Matsuri 2009 finally arrived on 

Sunday, September 27th…volunteers came out the day before, en masse, on Saturday, September 
26th to help with the food preparation. They were absolutely phenomenal …NMJACL members, 
friends and new-found friends who heard about the huge task that lay ahead of us and offered their 
help by showing up at Hoover Middle School beginning at 7:00 a.m. People just spread out and began 
tackling the various tasks of washing, peeling, chopping, slicing, measuring, mixing and bagging food 
items and ingredients which were later packed and loaded into the refrigerated truck out in the parking 
lot. The tasks were so organized that by 11 a.m. or earlier, majority of the food preparation was done!  
Laura Togami, coordinator of the food booth, did a fantastic job in organizing the tasks, and team work 
just seemed to follow from there. While we had less people taking on the task of cooking rice this year, 
there was a small core group that primarily included Laura’s family and Yaeko Miyazato’s Okinawa 
Dance Group who prepared most of the batches of rice. 
The following morning at 5:30 a.m. (morning of Aki Matsuri), some of the same volunteers from the day 
before braved the wee hours to prepare and pack some ala carte food items, assembly-line style, and have 
them delivered to the food booth well ahead of the opening schedule for Aki Matsuri 2009. 
There are just too many names to mention, but NMJACL would like to sincerely thank all those who 
came out to lend a hand … there were members and non-members alike who worked side-by-side. Laura 
Pena, VP Marketing, had the huge task of coordinating all the volunteers on the day of Aki Matsuri 2009, 
and while we could have used more help, Laura brought some of the Radio Disney staff and volunteers 
who were stationed in various areas where help was most needed ...just about all bases were covered, 
from the parking areas to the admission gate, to all the JACL booths.  
Stan and Geri Agustin coordinated the shave-ice and drink booth, along with Fred and Ella Murata, 
David Galbiso, Hugh Akutagawa, and four siblings of the Nguyen family … while there were long 
lines at times, the wait was significantly shorter than last year … and the take was almost $1,000.00! 
Thanks to donations from Lorraine Morimoto, the Ginza table sales in the Membership booth manned by 
Toyoko Ashford and her teenage granddaughter, Elisa, with another table in the JACL Library booth by 
Jennifer Yazawa, netted NMJACL $312.50. Elisa’s dad, Kenny Ashford, was busy out on the street     
directing traffic to allow for more ample parking spaces around the National Hispanic Cultural Center. 
A new venture introduced this year was a photo booth where individuals dressed in kimono had their 
photo taken and developed on the spot. Yaeko Miyazato, along with Kiyoko Simmons and two other  
volunteers that she brought, were busy dressing people in kimonos while Reese Kimura (singer and  
songwriter) was the chief photographer in between her performances. Yaeko provided a whole line of 
kimonos to choose from while Cyn Murray (Seams Sew Good) donated some children’s kimonos for this 
new JACL venture. This booth brought in $205.00. 
Machiko Bomberger, her mother, along with 16 year old volunteer, Rui Nozaki and her mother, Michiyo, 
offered their expertise in the art of calligraphy all day, bringing in a whopping total of $367.00 for their 
hard work. People with names written in kanji on umbrellas could be seen showing them off. 
The food booth, under the direction of Laura Togami, took in almost $13,000. A volunteer who visited 
the NMJACL display during International Day at the State Fair, Michelle Heath, donned a beautiful      
kimono to take food orders and serve our guests in style amid the volunteer cooks at the hot grills and 
others from APS, who worked frantically to get the food orders out. Lois Kennedy “manned” the ala 
carte items that she helped to prepare at 5:30 a.m., while others from the JACL Bowling League served 
the  delicious cold noodle entrées. Two cashiers, Asa Ruhiyyih Coleman and Abbey Miksch, kept the 
lines moving smoothly while courteously listening to complaints about the wait for the entrées from the 
grill. As reported by NMJACL President, Steve Togami, the preliminary numbers show that Aki Ma-
tsuri 2009  netted NMJACL about $10,000 despite the grim economic situation and “cautious” spending 
by many families on entertainment/recreational activities today. 
We could not have had a highly successful and enjoyable Aki Matsuri 2009 without the performers and 
demonstrators who graciously volunteered their time and talent at no cost to our event. There is no other 
venue like Aki Matsuri where an entire family may go to enjoy a wide variety of entertainment for all 
ages, ranging from martial arts, poetry, tea ceremony, ancient Shigin, Japanese, Okinawa, and Polynesian 
dancing (Hawaiian Pride), taiko drumming, mochi pounding, ikebana demonstrations, ancient sword   
displays, petting of Akita dogs, listening to traditional Thai music (performed by two of the 
Nguyen siblings, My-An and Teo), Japanese singing, seeing adorable little children perform their 
song and dance, an Anime presentation, having your name written in Japanese calligraphy, and be-
ing a part of some Disney Magic … all for a mere $3 fundraising admission price so Albuquerque may  
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someday have a Japanese Cultural Center of its own. In an attempt to keep pace with the in-
creasing cost of supplies, equipment/structural rentals, and to continue to offer a quality family event, Aki 
Matsuri 2010 fundraising admission will have to be raised to at least $5.00 per person if we want to build 
the  Japanese Cultural Center in the near future. The sponsors and donors have been a tremendous asset to 
our endeavors but we cannot rely on their generosity alone. We need to raise more funds for the proposed 
Japanese Cultural Center each year. The planning committee already has some ideas for putting on a big-
ger and better event next year, so watch for upcoming news from NMJACL.                                                        
Those in attendance were also treated to free health screening by the UNM College of Pharmacy students, 
free first aid attention by the Medical Reserve Corp, and free child ID kits and info by the FBI. JACLer 
Maria Tafoya-McNerney was instrumental in contacting her former Assistant Dean at the College of 

Pharmacy, Dean Michel Disco, to have students in the program volunteer to provide free health 
screening at Aki Matsuri 2009. NMJACL wanted to offer some free community services to the 
public, and following the contact with the UNM College of Pharmacy, we were also referred to 
the Medical Reserve Corp for first aid services. The FBI was invited to provide free child identifi-
cation kits as well as career information with the FBI.   

We had hoped to attract other agencies and businesses for a mini-job fair as a way to help combat the  
unemployment in our community, but sufficient sponsors and personnel were not available to participate. 
NMJACL will continue to be proactive in our community by providing services and support whenever 
possible.  
The number of vendors who participated in Aki Matsuri 2009 exceeded last year’s numbers, and we are 
already receiving inquiries from prospective new vendors for next year. We thank all our vendors for 
their continued interest and support in making our Aki Matsuri events more successful each year.    
We especially want to thank all the businesses and individuals who donated prizes for our raffle tickets. 
The winners were:  Laura Weldar ($300 IACE Travel certificate to Japan); Joshua Coleman (Kumon 

Math & Reading Center certificate and gift basket valued at $300 or more); Joe Messina (husband of 
Aki Matsuri 2009 artist, Betty Messina - $200 cash); Chico Gallegos ($50 gift certificate to Ta Lin 
World Market); Ken Yonemoto, Rick Parra, and Anne Parham (Free private Japanese language      
lessons donated by Yoko Tadda, Shigin singer); Demetrius Maynes (Food Processor); Mark Fraser 
(Set of 4 lead crystal goblets); Crystal Baca (30 year old Chinese pickling jar); Jesus Martinez 
(Whistling tea kettle); Masako Tobolski (Japanese bowl); Kiyoko Lucero (Japanese mugs); Barbara 
Milani (Barnes & Nobles gift certificate); Logan Brown (Flying Star gift certificate); Ted Yonemoto 

(Chili’s restaurant gift certificate); Carson Brown (hanging origami cranes donated by April Yonemoto); 
and Sabrina Ortega (Home Depot gift certificate). “Gate” prizes were also awarded to those who held 
paid admission lucky ticket numbers.  
The original, framed drawing for this year’s Aki Matsuri poster by artist Betty Messina was auctioned 
to the highest bidder, Gordon Kennedy.  

In addition, a framed picture donated by photographer Kori Kobayashi (son of Calvin Kobayashi) 
was auctioned off but unfortunately, the highest bidder’s name was not recorded. Both of these art 
pieces brought in several hundreds of dollars of revenue for NMJACL. 
Thank you to all who volunteered their time or their talents, donated prizes, sent monetary contri-
butions, sponsored JACL booths, or rented vendor/demonstration booths. Thank you, also, to    
Valliant Printing for handling our printing needs, and to all of the advertisers in the Aki Matsuri 
2009 program. Without your participation, generosity, and support, NMJACL would not have 
added approximately $10,000 more towards the building fund for the proposed Japanese Cultural 

Center. One of our loyal supporters from Las Vegas, NM (Bill Oshima) could not come out to help with 
the food prep or volunteer his time this year due to illness, but sent a generous donation. Another long 
time supporter, Ted Yamada (one of our sushi instructors in March) rescheduled an appointment in the 
morning and drove from Santa Fe to help with the food prep on Saturday and also volunteered his time on 
Sunday. Lori Foster of the U.S. Postal Service and her friend, Carol Sutherland, also heard our plea and 
came out to help, while another volunteer, Noriko Utsuzawa, called and offered her services both on   
Saturday and early morning Sunday for food preparations. It was unbelievable to receive e-mail messages 
and telephone calls from people volunteering their time …THANK YOU, THANK YOU, THANK YOU. 
The theme for Aki Matsuri 2010 will be “ANIME.”  Watch for additional information in the newsletter 
and the NMJACL website (www.nmjacl.org) as a contest for the best drawing submitted for the Anime 
2010 poster may be a possibility, so start thinking of creative ideas for the next Aki Matsuri poster and 
costume to wear to next year’s event. 
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 We are well into the bowling season.  These are the results, as of week 9. 

 1st Place – Three Guys and A Gal – Hank Gutierrez, Bebe Gutierrez, Joe Messina, Hugh Akutagawa    
2nd Place – Who Cares – Don Tobolski, Masako Tobolski, Jim Novak, Brian Novak                                                                                        
3rd Place – Not Yet Again – Gerald Chavez, Roseann Gutierrez, Marvin Lovato, Randy Fischer               

                                                                                                                         Women                                                                                               Men                                                                                                                     

High Game, Handicap:  Bebe Gutierrez, 300   John Espinda, 263 

High Series, Handicap:  Bebe Gutierrez, 731   John Espinda, 739 

High Game, Scratch:  Bebe Gutierrez, 251        Jim Novak and John Espinda, 263 

High Series, Scratch:  Renee Gutierrez, 638   John Espinda, 739 

High Average:   Renee Gutierrez, 182.19  John Espinda, 206.17 

 The league bowls on Tuesday nights at 7:00 at the Starlight Bowling Center in the Santa Ana Star      
Casino. Stop by to cheer on your favorite team or just to enjoy the games. 

				 																													 			 				 															
���		���		�����																	
���		���		�����																	
���		���		�����																	
���		���		�����		  

A beige fleece jacket was left at Hoover Middle School during one of the Aki Matsuri food preparation 
sessions. While the owner notified this editor about leaving the jacket behind, I cannot recall who that 
individual was, so would you please me at 883-5320, or write to me at 6kalani4@comcast.net. 
In addition, if you may have taken someone else’s kitchen/food preparation utility item by mistake, we 
would appreciate the return of the item(s). Please contact this editor at the number/e-mail above. Thank 
you. 

    *    *    *    *    *    *    *    *    *    *    *    *    *    *    *    *    *    *    *    *     
The NMJACL website (www.nmjacl.org) received a plea from an individual (Chris Chantland) who is 
looking for a “best friend in Albuquerque in 1966. All I have is his first name, Russell, who was 5 at the 
time...who were living in the area of Southeast Georgia St. at the time … Maybe his brother - who was a 
drummer is famous. I tried the Emerson Elementary School but their records are long gone.”  
If any of you knew of a Japanese American family on Southeast Georgia Street in 1966 whose son,    
Russell, attended Emerson Elementary and had another son who played the drums, please contact Chris 
Chantland of Sporting Artisans, at (231) 922-2292, or at www.chrischantland.com. Thank you. 

������������	


    

* NMJACL would like to congratulate a long time friend, Dr. Adelamar (Dely) Alcantara, of the Filipino 
American Foundation of NM on her recent selection for the prestigious Filipina Women’s Network’s 
100 Most Influential Filipina Women in the U.S. Award. Congratulations, Dely, from NMJACL.    

* Victor Talmadge, Assistant Professor of Theater at The College of Santa Fe, is working on a documen-
tary theater project with his students for the 2009-2010 school year and requests our assistance in locat-
ing survivors/interviewees from the Bataan Death March, the Internment of the Japanese Americans in 
Santa Fe, and the Navajo Long Walk March. The interviewees may include family members or friends 
of the men who were a part of one of these incidents. If you can assist Professor Talmadge, please con-
tact him at (505) 473-6106 or at vtalmadge@verizon.net.    
* Fred Schlesinger, President of Bun Bu Ichi Education, is interested in promoting Japanese cultural and 
educational events in the Rio Rancho area through this non-profit organization. He would therefore like 
individuals or groups from various disciplines/expertise to contact him if they are willing to participate 
in his proposed events. These interests may be in any Japanese cultural or educational fields. Please  
contact Sensei Schlesinger at: sensei@shinbukanrr.com for more information. Thank you. 
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Individual         $  60/yr.                    Century Club         $175/yr.  
Couple/Family  $105/yr.                   Century Club Spouse $36 
Student              $  25/yr.     Century Club Life $5,000.00 
1000 Club         $100/yr.                    Millennium Club   $1,000/yr. 
1000 Club Spouse $36                       Millennium Club Spouse $36 
1000 Club Life  $3,000.00 
Any membership category includes Pacific Citizen,  Biweekly paper 
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 Individual (L)  $12/yr.     Individual Life (LL)   $120.00 
 Family (LF)     $15/yr.     Spouse Life (LLS)      $  50.00 

                 Advertisement Member (Ad)   $50/yr. 
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2712 Kentucky St. NE                        
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Master Teacher Ichiyo Ikebana  –   
Creating Gardens of Heaven and Earth 
 

2935-C Louisiana Blvd NE -- Albuquerque, NM 87110    
505.291.1177                            www. hanaya gi.net 

���������
�	�
���
 �

��������� PRINTING 

���������	
�	���
�
���	��
���������	
���
��

	���������������������
�������������

��� ��������������
!�"!�#�$%&�%�'�
�"��"�%(�)�*�

�

����������'	�����������(��)*	+�((������	),�-��	)��� ���

������������������ ��������������������

������ � �$.��/�)���01����

������ � ����2���2��3��������%$..��

�


