
�

��

��������������	
��
��������������������	
��
��������������������	
��
��������������������	
��
������ ��������������������

���������	�
���
�����������
�������
��������������� ���� �� ����

�

���������������������	
������
�
��
���������	
������������	
������
�
��
���������	
������������	
������
�
��
���������	
������������	
������
�
��
���������	
�

�����������������������	�
��
�

����������	
��
� �

President: 
Steve Togami             565-2185 
 

VP Operations: 
Leo Gomez                  291-1062 
 

VP Marketing 
 Laura Pena                  244-0612 
                                    

Treasurer: 
Calvin Kobayashi        343-1180 
 

Secretary: 
Mary Burnett de Gomez   291-1062 
 

VP Membership: 
Esther Churchwell       883-5320 
 

VP Special Events: 
Anna Turner                891-7602�
 

Youth Representative: 
Kit Turner                    891-7602 
 

Liaison, Anti-Hate Program: 
Sei Tokuda                  266-2480  

 

 

 

NMJACL is a 501(c)(3) Organization 
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�(Go East on Comanche, past Juan Tabo and turn South/right on 
the first street off of Comanche on Holiday. Go about 2 
blocks on Holiday, and turn East/left on Tivoli . Follow Tivoli 
for a couple of blocks until you see Hoover Middle School on 
the North/left side of the street. Enter through the East side of 
the building; the door will lead into the cafeteria.)  
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Thank you everyone for another great summer picnic!  The food was great, the bingo exciting 
and the mochi demonstration tiring!  Thanks to Calvin Kobayashi for making the bowl and 
mallets and to Esther Churchwell and Anna Turner for providing the muscles to pound the rice.   

Thank you too to Mom (Evelyn Togami) for the use of the electric mochi maker ~  it’s amazing what 
a machine can do!  Thanks, also, to Ken Yonemoto for his help with the burgers and hot dogs at the 
grills ~ if anyone had a burnt hamburger ~ sorry, it was probably from my side of the grill! Ken was 
also the chief shaved ice vendor with Malcolm Mori.helping to serve the thirsty guests. 

Aki Matsuri is coming up fast ~ a little too fast, but we’ll be ready as we are each year!  Thanks to 
Laura Pena’s announcements, we already have several people who signed up at the picnic to volunteer 
their time for Saturday and Sunday (September 26 and 27), but we can never have too many volunteers.   

You do not have to be a member of NMJACL to be a volunteer ~ we’ve had friends and out-of-town 
family members come in just to lend a hand or two to our Aki Matsuri’s ~ so join in the fun and        
volunteer your time. Even an hour or two is a tremendous help to those of us who may be up before the 
sun rises ~ we can always use a few breaks here and there after the long hours we put into the event.  

Please contact Laura Pena at Radio Disney (244-0612) or at laura.n.pena@mac.com if you can           
volunteer any amount of time to Aki Matsuri 2009.  Laura will be coordinating the volunteers to better 
utilize everyone’s time effectively wherever the need may be. If there is a particular duty or station that 
you would like to work at, feel free to communicate that to Laura, too, and she will attempt to     
accommodate your interest as best as she can. 

The theme for this year’s Aki Matsuri (Japanese Fall Festival) is:  KADO  the Way of the Flower ~ 
IKEBANA: Japanese Flower Arranging. 

NMJACL would like to extend our gratitude to Betty Mesina, long time member and artist, for step-
ping in to design this year’s theme poster. We would also like to thank Gene Kimura for his outstanding   
talent and services as the artistic designer for all Aki Matsuri posters for more than 25 years.  

Let’s all step forward and work together to have a lot of fun and another successful Aki Matsuri! 

Steve Togami                                                                                                                                           
2009 President -  New Mexico Japanese American Citizens League 

����������������������������� �������������������	�
��� ���������

Bill Oshima of Las Vegas, NM, recently donated a portion of his stimulus check to NMJACL’s   pro-
posed Japanese Cultural Center. Thank you, Mr. Oshima for your generous contribution! 
Sanae Wright also sent a donation of $50.00 to NMJACL ~  we appreciate your support, Sanae-san. 

Thanks to Terri Teshiba for her assistance in getting the first Sagebrush Shinbun online in June 2009! 
We have had so many positive responses, and the savings have 
been phenomenal, printing and postage-wise.    

In addition, we wish to extend our gratitude to all those who                                                                           
brought side dishes and bingo prizes for the annual JACL picnic                                                                                    
~ the tables weren’t big enough to hold all the food and prizes!   
We also thank Kit Turner and Matthew for coordinating the                                                                      
children’s games while the adults were busy trying to win some                                                                                     
cash or other prizes from Bingo.                                                                                                                
We would especially like to thank Joe Thomas of Casa                                                                                                     
Chrysler Jeep Mitsubishi dealership for donating a certificate                                                                    
for a free oil change to a special bingo winner, Peggy. 
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NMJACL and UNM Medical School Emergency Department Exchange Program   

 

Some of you may have met one of our visitors from Mie Prefecture University School of Medicine,  
resident doctor Shunichiro Nakao, during the NMJACL annual picnic on June 28, 2009.  Mie Prefecture 
is centrally  located in the Japan island chain, only 50 minutes by train from Nagoya, 1 1/2 hours from 
Osaka and Nara, 2 hours from Kyoto, and 2 1/2 hours from Tokyo.  

As reported in a previous Sagebrush Shinbun article, NMJACL was contacted by the UNM Medical 
School Emergency Department to participate in a host family program with Mie University. The formal 
signing of the student exchange agreement between both universities took place recently at UNM 
with NMJACL President, Steve Togami, VP Leo Gomez and myself in attendance. 

NMJACL is the official Japanese-American organization in the state and so we attempt to welcome 
and share our hospitality with guests from Japan whenever we can. As medical students arrive from 
Mie University for their classes at UNM, we would like NMJACLers to host these students for 
brief periods up to 6 weeks. The student’s stay averages between 4-6 weeks but families may share 
host duties for any length of time, ranging from1 or 2 weeks, all the way to six weeks. This will be an 
ongoing program and so families may volunteer any time, but we would like to sign on host families as 
soon as possible in preparation for the visiting students’ arrival.  Medical students from UNM will have 
the same reciprocal opportunity to study at Mie University as part of this ongoing exchange program. 

Home stay families provide Japanese students with an introduction to American culture and family life.  
Opening your hearts and home to students from Japan grants you and your family the unique opportu-
nity to meet new and interesting people and promote cultural understanding.  Hosting a Japanese student 
enables the student to form a foundation for understanding the American culture and to form lasting 
friendships. 

 NMJACL, in cooperative agreement with UNM Medical School, is looking for host families who: 

 � Are open to sharing everyday experiences of family life to the visiting Japanese students
 � Have a room for students to sleep              
 � Are near public transportation lines to easily take students to UNM or can transport students to   
    UNM          
 � Want to open doors to international experiences        

                                                                                                                                                                            
Benefits include:�

 � Sharing your culture         
 � Learn about Japanese culture and language                   
 � Help build community at home by strengthening ties overseas    
 � Give exchange students the opportunity to experience American family life  
 � Make lifelong friends 

This is a unique opportunity for members of NM JACL.  Please contact me for additional information. 
An application is attached on Page 4 of this newsletter. Thank you for volunteering to be a host family. 

 Mary Burnett de Gomez       (505) 291-1177           e-mail:   hanayagi@spinn.net  
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NM Japanese American Citizen’s League 

UNM Emergency Medical Dept Student Exchange Program - Host Family Application 

 

�Tell us about your household  

�Head(s)of Household name (1)___________________________________________________________ 

Occupation _____________________Phone (work)_______________________ Cell#_______________ 

(2)_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Occupation____________________ Phone (work)________________________Cell#_______________ 

Home address________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone (home)___________________________________E-Mail address_________________________ 

�List names, ages and relationship of other Family Members at Home: 

________________________________________    __________________________________________ 

________________________________________   __________________________________________ 

Have you ever had an international student stay in your home?  _________Yes   _________No 

Please list any evenings/days that family members are regularly not at home_______________________ 

Where would the sleeping quarters for students you host be located?_____________________________ 
 

Tell us about your family’s special interests.  Include hobbies, talents, etc: 
 

What kind of experience does your family expect to gain from hosting an international student? 

Does anyone in your household speak Japanese? ______Yes   ______No 

Is your household a non-smoking household? _________Yes   ________No 

Do you have pets? _______Yes   _______No   If yes, what type of animal/breed?___________________ 

Has anyone in your family ever been convicted of a crime other than a traffic violation? ____Yes ___No 

How far is the closest public transportation from your home?____________________________________ 

How long would it take for a student to reach the UNM School of Medicine by bus?__________________ 

Have a preference for gender you would prefer to host? _____male ____female _____no preference 

How long would you like the student to stay with you? ______1 week ______2 weeks ______4-6 weeks 

The student will be attending school during the day on weekdays.  Are you able to provide meals for the student 
when he or she is at your home in the mornings, evenings and on weekends? ____Yes _____ No 

Can you refer us to any other potential host families?   

Name(s)______________________________Phone______________e-mail_______________________ 

Comments: __________________________________________________________________________ 

Please sign- We, head(s) of household, certify that the information we have provided here is correct. 

Signature________________________ Date_____ Signature _______________________Date_______ 

Please return completed application to: 

Mary Burnett de Gomez, 2935-C Louisiana Blvd. NE, Albuquerque, NM 87110   

Phone:  505.291.1177  Fax 505.298.4443 email: hanayagi@spinn.net 
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The 2009-2010 bowling season is just around the corner.  A reminder to bowlers – the first day 
of bowling will be Tuesday, August 25.  A meeting will be held at 6:30 pm at the Starlight Bowling 
Center and we will start bowling immediately after the meeting. 

 The league bowls at 7:00 Tuesday evenings at the Starlight Bowling Center, in the Santa Ana Star    
Casino. You do not have to be a member of NMJACL …If you are interested in having some fun on  
Tuesday evenings and in bowling, please contact Evelyn Togami at 865-7156. 
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This scholarship was established in memory of Charlie Kobayashi.  His constant      
support of the young members of the New Mexico JACL will be remembered through 
this scholarship.   

�

Eligibility 

�� �� This scholarship is open to all JACL members and their children/grandchildren. 

� � � ��������� �����	����!�����  � ���	����� �����	����� "�� �#�����$"����������		�"����������� �
� ����!��� �������		�"�	��� $�	���������������� � �� � �������	 �� �����%����	&�����'�

� � � ��(������ ���	&���������	�������������!����)������	 ����	����	&���	�������'�

� � � ��* ��+���'������	�������������!�����������������)� ����'�

��

Applications 
�� � � �����������	 ����	����!���	���)��,��� 	���������� � ���������	�
���
�

� � � ���	)����������������	 ����	����!��)�������	���   

 

    Charlie Kobayashi Memorial Scholarship 
  c/o Steve Togami                                                                                                              

   27 Cedar Ave.                     
   Los Lunas, NM  87031 

                              or electronically to: 

                               AST361@aol.com 

    

Please see Page 6 for the Charlie Kobayashi Memorial Scholarship application.�

��



�

-�

��
��������
�
����������
���	���
�������
��������
�
����������
���	���
�������
��������
�
����������
���	���
�������
��������
�
����������
���	���
������ ���

�  !������	
�����  !������	
�����  !������	
�����  !������	
����� ���
�

 Name: (Last, First, MI) ___________________________________________________________   

 

 Permanent Home Address: ________________________________________________________ 
 

 City: ______________________________    State: _____________  Zip Code: ______________ 

 

   Phone Number: _____________________  E-mail Address: _____________________________ 
  

 

�Academic History 
 

 Institution enrolled – Fall 2009: ____________________________________________________ 
 

 Overall GPA:  __________ 
 

 High School attended: ___________________________________________________________ 
 

 Dates Attended: ______________________  

 

 Personal Statement       

The current economy and unemployment rate has had an impact on new job opportunities.  
What do you think makes an excellent employee and why?  Please limit your response to two 
pages or less.       

 <-><-><-><-><-><-><-><-><-><-><-><-><-><-><-><-><-><-><-><-><-><-><-><-><-><-> 
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����������� APPLICATION FORM FOR PROGRAM ADVERTISEMENT                              �

for the 2009 Aki Matsuri Fall Festival      
 

Sunday, September 27, 2009 at the National Hispanic Cultural Center at 4th Street and Bridge Blvd. SW 
 

 ����������	
���	
����������	����������������	����
� ��	
������������	�������	�������������������������� ���������������
���������������������	��������� ��	
!����"����	
!�� �#�

 

           Business Card size:               $  50   

              1/4 Page size:                             $100 

  1/3 Page size:      $150    

  1/2 Page size:      $200 

  Full Page size:      $350 

  Inside Front Cover      $450 �

  Inside Back Cover     $450 

  Outside Back Cover  (Taken)    $500   (Taken) 

 

All advertisements or well wishes for the event from individuals/groups/businesses will be printed in 
Black & White.  Four thousand (4000) copies of the 2009 Aki Matsuri Fall Festival Program will be 
printed by Valliant Printing of Albuquerque, New Mexico. A sample Program booklet is available for 
your review from any board member.  

�

Please contact Mary Burnett de Gomez (291-1177) to apply for an advertisement/greeting in the 2009 
Aki Matsuri Fall Festival Program, or for more information on this event.   Payment for the Ad is due 
by August 10, 2009.  Please make check payable to NMJACL . 
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New Mexico Japanese American Citizens League 
Aki Matsuri 2009 Booth Application (Condensed, sample copy only) 

Sunday, September 27, 2009 - National Hispanic Cultural Center 10 am - 6 p.m. 
  

       This application is for one 10’x10’ booth space which includes one 8’ table and two chairs. 

Name of Individual/Business or Group: _________________________________________________  

Street Address: ____________________________________________________________________  

City, State ZIP Code: _______________________________________________________________  

Contact Phone #: ______________Fax #:______________E-Mail Address:____________________  

Type of Business or Group:___________________________________________________________ 
 

Booth Type and Descriptions 
�   Display/Information (items only for educational display or free information) 

Please list type of information that will be displayed or provided. $$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$����

�  Vendor 

 �   Nonprofit Vendor   (MUST present proof of Nonprofit Status w/application) 

 �   For Profit Vendor  (MUST present resale license certificate w/application) 
        ___Food   ___Clothing   ___Gifts & Collectibles  ___Art & Crafts   
___Other__________________ 
 

Food Booth Rental  ____ ($150 / booth + 2 chairs)        ____________  

Vendor Booth Rental ___($125 / booth + 2 chairs)       ____________ 

Extra chair(s) _______($2.00 / chair)             ____________ 

Extra Table(s) _______($10.00 / table)             ____________ 

Electricity connection (very limited) ($25 / booth)       ____________ 

                                                                 Total:         ____________  

CHECK ENCLOSED (Amount) __________________ 
Please describe the type of items you plan to display/sell from your booth. (i.e., T-shirts, sushi, rice, 
books, tea, art work, etc.  Please be specific.  Food vendors must have a food permit from the City and 
preparation/  of food items must conform to the City’s health regulations.    

 

Agreement and Signature 

By submitting this application, I affirm that the facts set forth in it are true and complete. I understand 
that any false statements, omissions, or other misrepresentations made by the signer on this application  
may result in a declined application.  I further understand that the vending of GREEN TEA, shaved 
ice, soft drinks, bottled water, or Japanese flavored ice cream is prohibited by anyone other than  
the  NM Japanese American Citizen League. 

Name (printed)_______________________________ Signature _______________________________  

 

Please request the actual 2-page application by contacting Mary Burnett de Gomez at 291-1177 or   

    by e-mail at:  hanayagi@spinn.net.  The deadline for submitting a booth rental application 
Monday, August 10, 2009.  
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Time slots are on the average 15 minutes, and includes your introduction. Special  theme-related demon-
strations may be granted additional time. Please DO  NOT go over your allotted time as this impacts the  
rest of the program. Time your rehearsal introducti on and performance before the day of your perform-
ance. Failure to comply may result in the termination of your performance/demonstration. 

�Contact Information: 

Group/Individual’s Name: ________________________________________________________________________ 

Street Address:  ____________________________________City, State, ZIP Code:__________________________  

Contact Phone #:  ___________________Fax#: ______________________  E-mail _________________________  

Performance/Demonstration Descriptions: 
Briefly describe/summarize the performance/demonstration._____________________________________________ 

As this is a Japanese festival, we attempt to showc ase performances/demonstrations that are of Japa-
nese origin, or related to the theme of the festiva l. Please indicate the lineage or “Master” from whom you  
obtained your certification as a performer/ demonstrator.  
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Agreement and Signature: 
By submitting this application, I affirm that the statements set forth are true and complete.  I understand that false state-
ments, omissions, or other misrepresentations may result in a declined application.  As a performer/demonstrator, I 
will respect the event and the Japanese culture in a professional manner with appropriate dress code a nd con-
duct on stage.  All costume changes will be done of f-stage. Unbecoming behavior of the Japanese cultur e may 
result in denial of your application in future even ts. In addition,  

�I ____________________________, hereby release and agree to indemnify and hold harmless NMJACL and its  
members from any liability in regard to injury and loss/damage of personal property due to the perform ance / 
demonstration, as all participants assume the risk of injury from their performance / demonstration.  Further, I 
release NMJACL, its members and volunteers, any spo nsors of the program harmless from claims made 
against them by reason of any conduct of the partic ipant involving their parties participating in the program. 

Name (printed): ___________________________________ ____________________________________________ 

Signature:  _______________________________________ ____________________________________________ 

Date:   _______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

We thank you very much for completing this application form and for your interest in performing/demonstrating 
at the 2009 NMJACL Aki Matsuri.  This application does not guarantee your group’s participation as all          
applications will be evaluated and a final selection made by the Program Committee. 

Please obtain an actual copy of this application from and return it by August 10, 2009 to either:    

  

�� Esther Churchwell                                      Anna Turner 

 2712 Kentucky NE    4601 Rockaway Loop 

 Albuquerque, NM 87110    Rio Rancho, NM 87124 

 505.883.5320                                             505.891.7602   
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Sunday, September 27, 2009  ~  10 a.m. - 6 p.m. 
���������	�
������
��������
�������������������������
�� ���������������������
�
���
���� !�

 

The annual Aki Matsuri has been the biggest highlight of the year for NMJACL for more than 25 years. 
Each year, we ask our members, friends and families to come out to lend a hand for this huge event, and 

each time, we are amazed by the outpouring of support from our community. NMJACL has a 
dream of building a Japanese village in Albuquerque, with a cultural center,  library, museum, 
theater, restaurants, and businesses on the same property. Some day, with a lot of hard work and 
perseverance, we will realize this dream. We will need the continued support of NMJACL mem-
bers, friends and families to help us raise the funds for this project. Some of the ways we have 
been doing this are with luncheons, cultural classes, donations (in any amount) and by hosting 
the huge annual Aki Matsuri event.   

In preparation for Aki Matsuri 2009, NMJACL needs everyone’s help in selling advertisements and 
greetings for the Aki Matsuri program, inviting vendors to rent booths, and in distributing flyers and 
posters. Most of all, we need volunteers to help with food preparations and working on-site in every   
capacity. The applications for the advertisements/greetings and booth rentals are found on the previous 
pages. Please contact Mary Burnett de Gomez for further information or to express your interest in ads 
or booth rentals, or contact Laura Pena to volunteer your time for Aki Matsuri 2009. She is coordinating 
a volunteers’ meeting in August. Please help in any way you can.  

We also need sponsors for the NMJACL booths, shade tents, chairs, etc., to help allay some of the ex-
penses from our treasury … any amount of sponsorship/donations would be greatly appreciated.  

In addition, we could use any gifts for raffle prizes. If you or your business is willing to donate raffle 
prizes, whether it is a gift item, certificate, or free service of any type, please contact Leo Gomez. Sale 
of raffle tickets have generated substantial income for our organization in the past, and so we appreciate 
all giveaway prizes that our members and friends donate. We need your help and support … please call  
to volunteer/donate to Aki Matsuri 2009 … the numbers are on the first page of this newsletter. 

�������������������������������������������������
Since November 2008, New Mexico Department of Health and the NM Asian Family Center 
(NMAFC) have worked on tobacco issues among the Asian population through the Tobacco Use 
Prevention and Control Program (TUPAC). As a result, more than 15 Vietnamese adults have   
received individual tobacco cessation counseling and cessation materials in their native language at 

the UNM Southeast Heights Family Medical Center. 
Beginning in July 2009, NMAFC expanded their program to provide individual tobacco cessation coun-
seling services in other Asian languages such as Chinese, Japanese, and Tagalog (Filipino). There is no 
fee to participate in this program but participants are required to attend the full eight(8) session program 
and two(2) follow-up interviews after the counseling sessions are completed. Participants are provided 
free nicotine patches or other pharmacotherapy products to aid in their tobacco cessation. They are also  
instructed to access the free New Mexico tobacco helpline in their own language at 1-800-QUIT-NOW. 
The service is on a first-come, first-serve basis at no cost to the participants. 
NM Asian Family Center is an Albuquerque-based non-profit organization, and the only service pro-
vider in New Mexico to specifically work with Asian immigrants to address tobacco and health issues, 
gambling issues, family conflicts, victims’ rights, immigrants’ rights, and adjustment issues. 
For further information, contact the NM Asian Family Center at (505) 934-5139, or at: 
      
     info@NMAsianFamilyCenter.org  
 
A licensed counselor with NMJACL is one of the primary service providers at this center who is fluent 
in Japanese, with a couple of other JACLers who provide translation/interpretation services to Japanese-
speaking clients.  
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New Mexico JACL Business Directory 
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Individual         $  60/yr.                           Century Club         $175/yr.  

Couple/Family  $105/yr.                           Century Club Spouse $36 

Student              $  25/yr.            Century Club Life $5,000.00  

1000 Club         $100/yr.                           Millennium Club   $1,000/yr. 

1000 Club Spouse $36                              Millennium Club Spouse $36 

1000 Club Life  $3,000.00 

Any membership category includes Pacific Citizen,  Biweekly paper 

��������������� !������� ��!��������"�#�� ���������������

Individual (L)  $12/yr.         Individual Life (LL)   $120.00 
Family (LF)     $15/yr.         Spouse Life (LLS)      $  50.00 

                 Advertisement Member (Ad)   $50/yr. 
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